SEVEN 


ARGU MENTS - 


"| ro prove, that in order of 
ty] working God doth juſtifie his Ele, 


+ before they doe atually beleeve. 

21 | ; | : 
cc, | With' forme Anſwers to the Objections that 
Ny ſore make againſt the ſame. 


"| For the confirmation of thoſe that doe 
9 | brnly beleeve, leſt they ſhould attribute 


Je any part of the O ſhce of Chriſt co the 
70vt act of ther belcevine. 
fur ©} NE  - 
Ezckicl 16. 2,3, 4, 5, 6- 
Be Sue of man, cauſe Teruſalew to know her _ 
and And ſay Thus ſaith the Lord God unto Iernſalem 
* 8 bth and thy nativiete is of the land of Canaan, thy o 3b 
v4 48 Amnrite, and thy motber an Hittite. 
"9 | nd as for thy natititie, in the day that ter Toaſt borne, 
1 2aTill was not Cit, neither wa! thox waſhe4 in water to 
fa 0p/e thee, thou waſt not ſalted at al!,nur ſwadled at all. 
Nune eze prttied thee, to doe any of theſe things unto thee, 
ly, be thos wat caf into the open field, to the loathing »f thy 
TY 7 on, in the day that thou wafi boine. 
a= 4nd wh en 1 paſsed by thee and ſaw the? ' pollured 1n thine 
'O® ne bluod, 1 ſaid to thee when tou walt :n 16 1y blood, Live: 
a a,T ſaid unto thee whey thou walt in thy blood Live, 
0's 
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SEVEN 


ARGVMENTS, 


to prove, that 1a order of 


worki _ God doth iuſttfie his 
before they doe 
aftually rePors. 


With ſome Anſwers to the ObjzeRions 
that ſome make againii 
the ſaws. 


His Propoſition being contradicted, 
VVe are juſtified before God, before 
the aft of onr beleeving : Thus is the 
- firtion which I doe now undertake to 
icate, by rhe aſſiſtance of rhe Father of 
wy Lord Jeſus Chrift, whoſe honour is not 
2 litrle concerned in it, I will aſt of all lay 
downe ſeven Arguments for the confirma- 
ton of the Truch ; and then I yill anſwer 
Az uno 


(2) 
go five Obje&ions, bronghe by ſome z/"* 
'N wid it, Kng 

The Propefition ; 


We are juftified before God, Auſten the 
of nr beleeving. 


Argument T. ro 
ic 
Fc me fpeaks {cr thoſe that are not abl thi 
to ſpeaks tor themſelves z 1 meane thx/ 
little Babs , to whom belongs the Kingſnf 
dome of God. 1 argue thns : Infants dlcor 
wor beleeve; Bur [nfants are juit ified: Then he 
Wi ſome that dxe 1.0! bel:eve, ave jwftifiul me 
nech if jr be exaried, it will follow, t 
fom* ace juſtified before they beleeve. Ti 
lnfance are juſt!fied, need no proofe; T 
Infarus beleeve not , muſt be proved , (4 
thongh the Church of Eogland hath lo 
Kace por ic cur of doubs. ) Firſt, Fairh cm Tj 
mee: by hearing , Rom. i 17. How Mj. 
\they belecve 58 bins of whow they have 
beard? Shall wee fay , that Infants in tl ca 
Wombe heare the Word ? Secondly, Fail $, 
18 z Knowledge, as ſome fay ; a Perfwaſid| be 
4s others ; a Tonit, as others; Bur Jufar mi 


(3) 

capable zeicher of Truft, Perfyyafion, a! 
nowiedge ; therefore Infants are nor c2- 
nble of Faich. Bur ſome have aid , Thac 
lafancs heare the Word of God, beiceve in 
09, and love God, in an unxnowne. way ; 
t ſometimes Jebx Z apriff (prang inhis Mos 
hers Wombe for joy, at the jainration of 
the Blefled Virgin : Bur Sainc Avgufine 
[did anſwere long. agoe . nor mure mutily 
ad} then truly, That chu was done by & fin1gmlas 
: A{5racle. Nether doth this conclade,orher 
UnInfants to belceye auy more, then wee may 
7 conciude, all Afes to be good Counſellors, 
ber hecauſe wee reade, that Balawns Ale tpaks 


if mofe wiſely then her Maſter, 
(: 
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"e 


: Arguwent 1 1. 
(4 E that ts in Chrif. is j#uſtificd; Bat we 
lo rauſt be in Chriſi,before we can beleeve: 


OW Therefore we mwu#t be juſtificd, before we can 

M b:leeve. The Major is plaine, the Minor is 
proved, Thar we mit be jn Chriſt before we 
Mean b-lceve; To beleeve, v1 4 fruit of the 
all Spixir , Gal, 5. Buc wee muſt be in Chriſt, 
14 before wee can bare fruit ; Therefore wee 
af muſt be zn Chriſt, before wee can beleeve. 
hs A 3 Joh. 


p 


: 


(4) 
Joh.15. 4. As the Branch cannot beare fri ig! 


of it ſelfe, except it abide tn the Vine, oC} 


more can Joe, exceps gee abide in me, 


a 


condly, if Faith be a good fruic, it is requj ;y 


red, that men matt de good Trees, beton 


they can bring it forth ; otherwiſe, Gra; 

Chould be gathered of Thornes, and Figg: 
of 7k&3Mes, Matth.z 2, 33. If you will,th 
Argument may be this : He that bath t 

Spirit of Chriſt, hath Chriit , But wee hav 
the Spirit before wee beleeve , Therefore we 
have Chriſt before wee beleeve, 


Argument III. 4 


f A LL the Elett of God are juſtificd bt 

fore God ; But ſome of the Elett of Go 
doe not yet beleeve : Therefore ſome that dit 
6ot beleeve, are juſtified before God ;, and || 
by conſequence , before they beleeve, Tht 
Hfajor is proved : They that cannot be char- 
ged with any thing, are juſtified; But none of 
the Eleft of God can be charged with an) 
ehing - Therefore the Elelh are juſtified. 
The Minor is proved; who ſhall lay any thing 
vo the charge of Gods Elett? it is God that 
Jndbi- 


fra; 


e, 


Wo 


(5) 

witifies + Who ts hee that condemeneth * it ts 

Chrift that dyed » yea, rather that ts riſen a» 
aine , Rom. 8. 33. He roſe againe for our 


equi juſtification, Rom.4. 2 3» 
eton 


TA: 
igg: 
l,t | 
i 

batr 
wh 


Argument IV, 


\ Hey that have their ſunes taken away, 
1 are juſtified ; But the Elett have their 
[;nes taben away before they beleeve : Ergo, 
The Eleit are juſtified before they beleeve. 
The 4ajor is proved : Bleſſed ws the mar 
whoſe miquitie 1s forgiven, and whoſe ſinne us 
covercd, Rom. 4. 7, The Amer ; Thar the 
Ele& have their finnes caken away before 
they beleeve, 1s provad Joh. 1. 29+ Behold 
the Lambe of God that takes away the ſinnes 
of the world ; and Eſyy 35.8. The Lord 
hath layd #1 him the iniquitics of ts all o and 
1 Pet.2. 24. Himſelfe bare our ſinnes in his 
owae body on the 1 ree ; and Row. 6. 6. 
Our old man ts cracified with him, that the 
body of ſinne might be deſtroyed, Did Chriſt 
take away ſinne, or not ? Did hee beare 
them ? Did hee deſtcoy the body of finne ? 
If you ſay, No; how will you eſcape the 
A 4 Sword 


(6) 


Sword of the Spirit? If you fay, Yer; I deſb® 


fire ro more, 


Argument V. thy 


WW; were made finner' in the fri A-| 68 
| d 


am,ve fi ore we had done good or evile. Of 
T here fove WE AYC ar rightepus +. the ſe- F 


eoud Adams, before we have done good & 
evill, This conſequence is proved. Kows.s, 
18,19. As by the offence of ane, Judgemen 
came pon all wen th Condemnation; even ſo 
by che righteouſeſſe of one, the free rift 
Came upon all men mnto juſtification of life : 
for as by one mans diſobedience many were 
wade imert, ſe by the obedience of one ſhall 
many be made righteous, If you ſhall place 
the Emphaſis f chis Text, in All, and 
Afary , you will cauſe the hearts of the 
univerſall G ratians to leape for joy ; which 
'%: beleere) yon would not willingly doe. 

herefore yon mult b2 forced to place 
the Emphaſs ip As, and S» : As wee 
fnned all in the Joynes of the ficlt «4- | 
dam , So were wee all made righteons 
#n the loynes of the ſecond Adam, " 
Loy 


1 


I de. 


Q 


(7) 
Lord Chrif, And this egreeth with the 
Kiniſterie of Reconciliation ; to wit, That 
Goa was tn Chrilt, reconciling the world to 
hirs/clfe , mot rmputing their treſpaſſer ans 
them, 2 Cor. 5+ 19. ' Traoly, chis Argoment 
was of fo great force, that it did wring 


.| 027 of Cardinall Bellarminxe this confeſh= 
101, as the Apoſtle reacheth, Rom. 5, That 


| Chrift way be pat on, without 4 proper att 


of aur ſoule 2D confeſle , I differ from the 


| Cardinall, in his meanes of pntring on 


Chriſt ; yer this his confefion I acknow- 
ledge to be true, 


Argument \'S 3 


| Here there « full ſatisfatt ion made, 
Ve the partic effended accepiing tht 


at is fat ion, and contented to ref? in ity there 
wnuſt needes follow perfett remſſion of finmes ; 
Bet in Chriſt crucified (before we beleeved) 
was full ſatis fatlion made, ard God was Cone 
gented to reſt in that fatufaition : Therefore 
there will follow perfett remiſſion of ſennes,&C, 
Firſt, that there was foll ſatistaRtion made in 
Chriſt, is proved Heb.1o.11, 12,13, ig ver 

4s 


(8) 
Far by one offering bee hath perfeRted for 
exert them .that are fantified. Bur the & 
cond, that God is therewith contented to 
reft in that ſatisfaction , wee have the wit. 
neſſe of the Father, Iarth. 3. 17. This i; 
beloned Soune .in wham 1 am well plea- 
FF 4 quieſco, faich Beza, See E ſay 5% 
x1. Hee foall ſee. the travaile of his ſole, 


awd ſhall be fats fied, 


} 


Argument V 11. 


] F wee are not juſtified in his ſight before 
wee beleeve , then are wee unjult finners, 
workers of iniquitie ; then doth the Lord 
hate us, for hee hateth all the workers of ini- 
gritie, Plal. 5, You know what abſurditie 
will follow, if you ſay, wee mult beſeeye 
before God can love us : But if God hate 
us to day, and love us to morrow, lets fre 
minis with his diſciples heare this, and 
wonder , why they ſhouid be blamed char 
fay ; Wee may be loved to day, and hate1 
to morrow ; Children of God to day, and 
of the Deyill ro morrow : when they who 
would ſeeme their greateſt Ady aiiriess 
WI 


W: 


of 


| (9) 

d for will not ſpare 0 6; Wee may be hated 
e ſeo day, and loved ro motrow ; the Children 
d roof the Dzvill co day , and of God to mor- 
wit. row. But that God loved ws firſt, beter 
'& 1 [wee beleeved, when wee were enemies, it 
pleas | our bloud, &c. is fo plaine, that I will not 
' 53. [willingly © diſhonour you, as ORC to conn 
os/e, |ceive that you will demie 1t, 


| Here is an ehd of the ſeven Argoments, 

which (if nced had required) might have 
beene ſeyventie. Now 1 will aniiver the 
Objections, 


Objeition 1. 


Vee are 1"tified by Faith ; therefore, 
not before Faith. 


tie 

-VC eAnſwer, 

ace 

re Firlt, ir ſhould haye concluded, nor be- 
nd | fore the act of belecving, 

}at Secondly , 1 demie the conſequence, and 


el | fay. wee may be juſtified bork by is, and yer 
d | before, jn a different ſenſe, 

16 |. This Propohtion, Yee are 1ffified by 
Faith , is very 2mviguous, Hee was nor 2 
Foo.c 


(10) 
bole who {an buadred yeares fince) faid, 
That this Propofition was one of thok 


things, hard co be underitood ; which they 


that are unlearned and unſtable , wreſt az 
they doe other Scriptures, to their oivne 
deſtruftion , 2 Pet. 3. 16. 1 would our 
Age had. not proved i: true, that the miſ- 
underſtanding of this Propoſition hath tur- 
ned upfide downe the Doftine of Juſtifi- 
cation amongſt pudling Preachers. 

There is in this Propoſition two werds 
ambiguous and doubtful! : 

The firſt ( Ja#tified ) which ſometimes 
in Scriptures fgatfhieth to be repnred, rec- 
koned , or accounted J«ft ; as, Ir «w- God 
mar juitificch, Sometimes it 1s taken for 
co be declared, or manifelted to be Juſt ; as, 
By w.orkes 4 man « jultificd, James 2. 24+ 
It you take F»#Hified in the firtt fence, wee 
ay, wee are not repured or reckoned 7u#t 
by the a&t of beleeving. If youtake Ju#i- 
Sed in the ſecond ſence, I fay, wee are juſti- 
fied (that is, declared ro be F«f ) by belee- 
ving; Faith manifeſting to our Conſciences, 
thar wee are Juſt before God : By Faith 
wee ynderſtand,that GoJ hath freely juſtified 
8s in his Sonre, 

Anothe 


| 


(r1) 


faid] Another word ambiguous inthis Prope- 


hok 


ion, is (Faith) which is diverſly raken : 


{|Þmerimes for the at of Faith, or beles- 


ving ; and ſomerimes for the objeR of 
Faith , the thing beleeved - af, Faith was 
rechoned uo him for righteouſneſſe, Rom.g. 
that 1s the object of Faith : So that it is 
all one as if hee had faid, God or Chrift 
was reckoned to him for righteoulaeſſe, 


| If wee underſtand che a& of Faith , then 


I ſay, as before, wee are not reckoned Juib 
by. the a& of our Faith : if by Faith wee 
underRand the ebjeR of our Faith , they 
I fay , wee are reckoned or —_— Juitb 
by God, in, by, or through Chriſt Jeſug, 
our Faith, 

Objedion 2, 


Hee thats beleeverh nat, « condennied of 
readte , John 3+ 18. 


Anſwer. 


This is all one with, Hes tha belpeverh 
net, ſhall be damvued : which you muft wn- 
derftandd of finall unbeleefe , which I grats 
a0 be a Note of Damgation» 


Objection 


(12) 
Objettion 7. 
Without Faith it us impoſſible to plea 


Eod : therefore wee cannot be jultif 
without 15, 


Anſwer, 


I denie the Conſequence ; and I perceive 
-& will you alfo, when you pleaſe : For you 
- will atfirme, a juttified perſon may ditpleale| 
God; an1 then, why is it nor poſlible fora 
'man to diſþleaſe God , and yer be juſtified? 
'To pleaſe God, is ſo ro doe thole things 
#Fhich God approves in us ro be well done; 
which wee- cannot doe , without Faith, 
That chis is the mean:ng of che Apoſile, 1s 
plaine by his reaion ; For he rhat commeth |» 
wto God, muſt beleeve Fo, Wee cannot þ,- 
came unto God, before wee beleeve z but 
cannot Cod come unco us, before wee be- 
leeve. Now Jultification is Gods a upon 
2 ſinner, nat a ſinners act upon God, 


This alſo anſiv.ceth rhe fonrth ObjeRtion, 
TF batſoever % wot of Faith ts ſinne. 


Objetiow 


ell in Gods account as in our eſteeme, and 
"ko quite exempted from grace uncill wee 
eleeve ; which you cannot doe, for the 
poſtle wicneſſeth the contrary, z Timer. g. 


u before che world 
er wee beleeyed. 


hat hee promiſeth (hal) come to paſſe to 
is, is done with him, Rev, 2r. 6, For his 


(13) 
Objetion op 


PVee are by nature the Children of 


Ath, Oc 
Anſwer, 


This were of ſome force, if you could 
ye us alrogether in the eſtate of nature as 


cording to his owne poreeſe = grace giver 
egax - if grace were 
11 began, ſurely before 


God is Alpha ind Omega ; therefore 


cks were finiſhed from che foundation of 
e world, Heb.q. 3} Andi l reft 


A Servant of Jeſw Chriit 


ro live and dye, 


H. D. 


